Ecofriendly building
program’s draw is
more than expected

By JENNIFER ROBISON
REVIEW-JOURNAL

With the citys housing
market stumbling in 2008, you
might expect local home build-
ers to back off on extras such
as ecofriendly construction
methods and materials.

Amette Bubak certainly
cxpected alittle less interest in
a green-building program she
Oversees.

Bubak is president of Ne-
vada Energy Star Partners,
a coalition of home builders,
mortgage companies, utilities
and  construciion  suppliers
dedicated to deploying the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Anency's Energy Star program
inside local new homes,

Bubak expected 12 lo-
ca! companies to sign up as
partners in 2008, Instead, the
program netted more than 30
pariners by the time its 2008
campaign ended in September.

“Geing into the year, we were
& little concerned that builders
wouldn’t have it in their bud-
get (1o coniribute funds to the
group's media campaign),” Bu-
bak said. "But we found instead
that energy conservation is
more important o CONSUMeErs
than it's ever been, and build-
er's are even more committed
to finding progressive ways (¢
increase the energy efficiency
of new homes.”

Among Nevada Energy Star
Partners’ key accomplish-
menis this year: The group
got the Las Vegas High-Rise

* Condominium Association on
board in one of just three pilot
programs rationwide ic create
the first Energy Star criteria
for condo towers.

By spring, local builders spe-
cializing in mid- and high-rise
condo communities will have
federal EPA guidelines on in-
sulation, duct work, appliances,
lighting fixtures and windows
federally certified as energy-
saving measures.

The Energy Star designa-

" tion will help condo developers
market more effectively to

- buyers, Bubak said. The Boca

© Raton develepment at Las
Vegas Boulevard South and

: Serene Avenue will serve as
the pilot's guinea pig.

Credit the sustained interest
in sustainable design to two
factors: Rising energy costs
and consumers’ awareness of
ihe carbon footprints their life-
styles leave, said Steve Bott-
feld, executive vice president
of local real estate research
firm Marketing Solutions,

Home buyers want to save
money on power bills, and they
want to make a smaller impact
on the environment. Builders
have heeded those demands

- wvith Enerpy Star.

“If a bullder adds a core val-

- ue of energy conservation and
climate savvy to their brand,
it'’s a big help to their future,”
Bottfeld said.

“They're investing in their
futue. People constantly
underestimate  builders” ap-
preciation for what’s going on
in consumers’ heads. Builders
aren't stupid. They understand
where consumers are going."

Teday, 67 percent of all new
homes built in Las Vegas meet
Energy Star standards. That's
far and away the tap rate in
the aation; No. 2 Phoenix lags
way behind, ir the 35 percent

range.
And if Bubak has her way,
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Steve Chaney, a technidan with Energy Inspectors, takes readings from a pressure meter Friday.

Nevada Energy Star Partners
will make even greater sirides
in 2009,

The group wiil partner in
the next six months with the
EDPA on a new initiative called
Home Perfermance with En-
ergy Star.

That program will help own-
ers of existing homes rate their
houses for energy efficiency,
and it will offer a menu of pos-
sibilities for boosting energy
conservation in older homes.

In April, Nevada Energy
Star Parmers won the EPA's
Sustained  Exeellence  honor
— the sixth consecutive year
the state program received the
award. It's a string of accolades
noother Energy Star chapter in
the nation has accomplished.

RESALE HOMES ~ The num-
ber of resale homes on the
market in Las Vegas jumpedd
by 359 units to 22,317 homes in
the week between Sept. 22 and
Sept. 29, a repert from busi-
ness consulting firm Appfied
Analysis shows. That's the

largest weelly gain in resale
inventory since the last week-
of May 2007. The number of
listed, vacant properties rose
399 units in the week,

PROPERTY SALES — CB
Richard Ellis broker Jeremy
Green represented Kirkorian
Enterprises in the $1.9 mil-
lion, 65-month lease of 25,308

MILLION-DOLLAR
HOME SALE

Luxury Homes of
Las Vegas reported the
following million-dollar
heme sale last week.

B $1,390,000, Summerlin,
1-stary with Strip view in
Topaz Ridge in The Ridgas.
Model condition with
courtyard entry, Viking
appliances, office with
wood flaors and saft water
poolispa.

square feet of industrial space
to Atronic Amevicas. The
propetty is at 955 Grier Drive.
Randy Broadhead, also with

' CB Richard Ellis, represented

Bormann Development Group
in the $1.56 million, 66-month
lease of 13,155 square feetof of-
fice space to The Powell Litiga-
tion Group. The space is insile
the Nevada Benefits Building
at 9525 Hillwood Drive,

Contart reporter Jennifer Robison at
robison@reviewjournal.com o 702-380-
2512,

INSIDE
BUSINESS

Peggy Caspar Laura Harrise

Las Vegas Chamber
names vice president

The Las Vegas Chamber of
Commerce named Margaret
*Paggy” Caspar vice president
of its member services
division.

see

Acelero Learning Clark
County Head Start named Laur
Harrison Head Start program
director.

Insida Business is prepared by the L35
Vegas Business Press. Send informatic
about new hires, promotions and new
businesses to Las Vegas Business Pres
1111'W. Bonanza Road, Las Vegas,
NV 89106; fax to 477-3852; or e-mall
10 scureton@Ivbusinesspress.com, To
substribe to the Las Vagas Businass
Pross, cali 383-0400,

Interest strong
in ‘green’ building
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